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The new Dutch Gurderl) inThe Company’s Garden takes the city back to its vegefable-
growing origis=and aims fo educate the public on organic food production and the
nuirfional advantages of heirloom cultivars. By John Richardson

11 i -d.lj.'*- of wind has blown all the peas, now
beautitully in Bower, to bits, Radish, -p||1.t|;h.
endive and |.|r|'l|:;:l' -.J;I._'d. I.i:lf[llr'l.ﬂ_\'l:l. |'|.1|r. ripe,

suffered no damage.”

This lament could so easily be thar of any Cape
lown gardener on any given day just lase week = bue
it’s not. [t's the slightly peeved note in the diary of the
city’s first veggie gardener, one Johan Anthoniszoon
van Ricbeeck, recorded on 30 December 1652, just a
few months after he arrived in the Cape.

OF course it wasnt all I,;Jumn}'. There were

other, happicr entries from Jan. Like this one from
t September of the same year. “We have caten pinky
thickness carrots and our first peas. Turnips, cabbage,
whear, barey, grey peas, sown last month doing
well” Or the even more upbear entry from 16 July
1652:
vegetables planted. Wild asparagus from the veld

“Beds of cauliflower, letruce, radish and other
planted into the garden a grear success — served daily
at the table”

Walking vo The Company’s Garden, surrounded by
the usual weekday rumble of cars and people, it hard
to imagine thar this city grew from such unassuming
beginnings. Bur it did. Cape Town was tor all intents

and purposes fArstly a simple vegerable garden from

which to supply ships sailing berween Furope and the
Far East with fresh fruic and \'{H{:[JI"L‘\.

“You can see social ]1:wmr}. in the i_'..l!’l.{t'lh,h SaVs
of The Company’s

Rory Phelan, the city’s Manager

Garden, “Most interesting from a landscape design
perspective is the evidence of two very different garden
styles overlaid on one another.”

The original Durch design was a  distinetly
formmal -[:r|c. with strong E1.1m|Eu| avenues :||u|1:i|1t_', in
a norch/south direction intersected by sccondary
axes in the form of rills, paths and hedges to create
rectilinear spaces. While this lavour nacurally refleces
the working-space funcrion of the garden, it was also
very much in accord with the customary Baroque
approach ro landscape layours of the period. Indeed
landscape architect André Le Nétre was establishing
the gardens of Versailles at much the same time thar
Van Ricbecck was laying our the framework for his far
more modest, but arguably equally influengal, garden
in the ¢ :.ch. Even in the lage 1700s, when the !;.,ﬂ'-,ll;ju
no longer needed to be a fresh produce "farm’ and were
converted into a botanical and ormamental park, the
layout remained clearly Durch Baroque,

“All this changed when the British twok over
in the early 1800s

SAS I'{ur}: “It was then thar che
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Urban landscape Solutions was appointed
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by the City of Cape Town to build the
new Dutch Garden. "It was a very
exciling project to be involved in," says
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the company's owner, Eric Cherry
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The Pole Yard the picturesque. The head ::,.ll'dcm'l' at the time, James
MeGibbon, overlaid the Dutch geomerry with curving

P]’ﬂn‘ting paths, expansive lawns, buoyane shrubbery and many
The soil mixer was specially made by
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topsoill and a

large specimen trees, sourced from the significant

cxrents of the British Empire.
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COmpany, MNew Horizen Farm-Mursery

"Almost all evidence of the carly Durch characteristic
supplied the seeds for the heirloom and had been lost from the gardens for a long rime.” says
old-style '-.-'-'.-bi_l.*r:!'..'-I':: as well as the Rory, “and we wanted o reintroduce an clement of it
landscaping plants specifically as a vegerable garden in order ro make it as

close to the original as possible.”

]hw::_;n;.-d b I"li_'r'![.l!_:i.' ]H'l'l“.'\\lnll.l.] ]’||.||i|p Smich,
a landscape architect working for the ciry, the new
Dutch Garden is based on the orderly and workman-
like spaces of the typical Durch Baroque kitchen
garden, A grear deal of historical research went into its
design, which features strong rectilinear lines on both
the horizontal and verdeal planes, windbreak hedges
and rimber arbours and frames for vines, berries and
other fruies. A stone rill, or ‘gracht’ as the Dutch would
have called ir, torms the central axis, expanding into
a circular pond where it meets a perpendicular axis
thar aligns with the centre of the adjacent rose garden,
planted in 1929, Timber bridges provide aceess across
thie rill, while stone walls double as seating.

It will function as a kitchen 'r;.mi::n supplying
tresh produce to the new restaurant that is currently
under conscruction. “The !;.l.r-.h-n will also be used
to educate visitors, specifically school children on
permaculture practices ar a grass roos level,” adds Rory,
“demonstrating how these practices can help huture
socieries realise food security, resource management

and ultimately improve local nutrition and health.” B



