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Cherry on top for installations landscaper

Legend’s successes range from the Lost City to the Erinvale golf course and Green Point’s Urban Park and Biodiversity Gardens

AST week CapeTown

landscaper EricCherry

received the highest

honour that can be

bestowedon a professional

aper in South Africa

when he received an Honorary
Lifetime Achlevement Award from
the South African Landscapers’
Institute.

‘The award, traditionally
presented to legends of the
landscaping world in recognition of
their contribution to the green
industry and South Africa, was
presented at theannual South
African Green Industries Council
Annual Convention held at Silver
Lakes, eastof Pretoria.

Not surprisingly, on hearing the
news Cherry modestly exclaimed:
“But 'mtoo young to get this
award.”

Inthe past, the avard has
recognised landscapers who have

HONOURED: Eric Cherry receives
the country’s highest award for
landscapers in Pretoria.

College in Pretoria, going on to

ploneered the establishmentof vast  complete his national diploma in
lefsure estate gardens inplaces such  horticulture at the Cape Peninsula
as Zimbali, KwaZulu-Na u ityof
T}uel'mmurh&ahubwn After working on a protea farm in
btmowed onlandscapers whu ha\v the Boland, Cherry joined the

romwdgm.iemnmum Su.n (,n) or

team entrusted with
cmung the ambitious, visionary

built inter golf den paradise
courses. which Sol Kerzner named the Lost
Inrecent years the honour has City For two years Cherry worked
also been used to honour turf fulltime with teams of labourers,
legends who keep lush emerald mountains of soil, incoming forests

green lawns flourishing all year
round in soccer stadiums, which
takeenormous strain from the
partial shading in sections of the
turf, and tons of stage equipment
thatroll in andout to support
touring music leons.

The very puhht nalureuf
Cherry's

of extraordinary plant material,
cranes, rocks, endless deadlinesand
loads of drama.

Cherry recalls the day whena
glant crane, moving a 28 ton
indigenous fig tree on to the Lost
Citysite, simply fell over: Suspended
15m in the aix, the fig tree came
andhadtobe

makes the nature of his national
recognition an award that should be
shared by all Capetonians.

Cherry'sfootprints are to be seen
on projects ranging from the
Erinvale Golf Course in Somerset
West to the six-star One&Only Hotel
at the Waterfront, Green Point
Urban Park and Biodiversity
Gardens, the Lourens River
Rehabilitation Project, MyCiTS
Integrated Rapid Transit bus
system, and Khayelitsha's Harare
Precinet3 Park.

Cherry was born in Namibia in
1961 where his mother was a very
keen gardener and his love of
gardening and plants was instilled at
anearlyage.

After matriculat ing from
Vredenburg High School in 1979,
Cherry enrolled at the South African
Rallways Horticultural Training

planted where it landed.

Today that very fig tree isstill
thriving on Monkey Island at the
Sun City resort.

On his return to the Western
Cape, Cherry joined the Marina
Landscaping team to install the
gardens at the Somerset Mall, before
moving toTop Turf to complete the
Gary Playerdesigned Erinvale Golf
Course in time to host the 1965 World
Cup Golf Tournament.

In 2003 Cherry formed Urban
Landscape Solutions, and as the
Western Capesizzled under a
drought, purchased New Horizen
Farm Nursery, which s situatedona
unique patch of sandveld claseto
Malmesbury.

Many of the plants used in
Cherry’s large urban projects are
now grown at the farm.

Passionate gardeners can only

marvel at the scale of gardening that
Cherry and his teams have taken on
board over the years.

Trueto for m, the landscaping of
Kermer's One&Only Hotel at the
Waterfront leftan indelible markon
every memberof Cherry's
landscaping team.

“You have to be prepared to work
ridiculous hoursandbe a bitmad in
the head to work on this project,” he
told Kerzner during his interview
for the contract.

These words cameback to haunt
him when the One&Only Hotel
project was notonly bya

transformed Green Pointintoa
glant green lung, and isthelegacy of
all whoworkedon it

‘Today, Green Point Park s used
by thousands of tourists, city
dwellersand local visitors dally.

A ploneering horticultural feat
onmany levels, the ecosystem of
parks is the reciplent of atleast 10
combined awards from the South
African Landscapers' Institute and
Landscape Irrigation Association of
South Africa.

Cherry's projectsare as wide
ranging as Cape Town's sodial fabric.
His by laneof

year, but the landscaping team was
gh'enaneﬂ‘uuw 10 weeks to install

the MyCIT! route from Milnerton to
‘Table View has created public

of delighth
gmdemamundlhe hotel, ahead of commuters every day.

Kermer's glittering i Enigma
celebrityopening. Mansion isfrivolous and fun, while
Inthe pressurised world of 224/7  hiscurrent project involves the
landscaping installation, even heirloom recreation of the Dutch

landscapersdo their time on the
proverbial “edge of chaos”.

The Green Point Urban Park,
Cape Town Biodiversity Gardens
and the Cape Town Stadium
Precinet gardens were also installed
by Cherry.

Working with landscape
architectssuch as OvP & Associates,
anda team from the city this30ha,

Hd- & has

Vegetahle Gardens at the Company's

Garden in central Cape Town.
Aspartof 4000fficial World

Design Capital 2014 projects, it &

hoped the new

PI(.TdURE PERFECT: Lion's Head creates a backdrop to the Enigma Mansion
ga

vegetables,
Asa gradum-uf (ape Peninsula
U Che

attheCompany's Garden sitewill
spur interest in food gardens and
urban agriculture,

Itwill also be used to helpeducate
:.c}unlgmupe.un the medicinal and
value of fresh herbs and

FIND YOUR WAY: The newly completed labyrinth at the Green Point Urban Park makes use of grasses.

Tips

Celeb

Ty
takesa km—_‘n lnn-n—:a‘l in lhe
university’s horticultureand
landscaping curriculum

He serveson an industry
advisory panel andlast year chaired
the horticulturescience department

dividing perennials in autumn. Include
a and stool for easy
working conditions.

A bird enthusiast or naturalist ‘may
adapt his gardento acommodate his

ol a
partiailar plant family, such as aloes,

aorchids or clivias, he would appreciate
anew plant toaddto his collection. As

tnm irds and wildlife to
well as garden centres, there are
garden. Plants for nectar-feeding whi?mmisumwomd befun
birds include schotia, enythrina, tree 1 visit.
(halleria), protea, pincushion,
uckle, red hot @ For a dad who likes plants, butis
Leonotis leonurus and aloe. Fruit- shortof time or space, visityour local
eating birds will visit wild olive, wild garden centre and let him select some
iggelana afrs ;,wm attractive large containers, potting soil
yZygium mmm.dngwond and suitable plants for pots. Then
(alww:.s prinoides) and “ &y treathim tolunch.
ot bush §dm i) UNWorldDesrtfcation Dayon
@ Apatting
be a place where Dad could enjoy his muwmysgm for futurs
space and would be a. generations. For Youth Dayon
refuge from sudden storms and Monday, encourage young people to
middayhem,aphoeb glddngom nkeanankepmhpmmhgme
seedlin; rrepotting  environment, natural resources and

WINTER-flowering aloes

Events

PLANT HACK: Attend an invasive
alien vegmnon pumhackanme
d Saturday of every month.
Today a—w.m Helderberg Nature
in Somerset West. Totake
mmm lames Silberbauer on

306 1660 or 021 851 4060, or

e

GARDEN WALKS: Joindally waks
through the garden:

K :

and 2pm. Fri

Mmaunﬁmsg Kirsten!
Walks free, butgarden fees apply.
Contact Kistenoosch Info Desk on

TANICAL ART: Plant traveller
Jahn van der I.lmieleadsanlmn
botanical artist Marianne Nor
‘Wednesday, 10.30am. Talks mfme,
bul normal gate entry fees apply.

irstenbosch Gardens, Sanlam Hall,
Gm 1. Te1 02! 7998783 or

om.ssuor 'WALK: Join a moming
and the slopes of
9am. Meetat
the last parking area on Tafelberg
Road. Contact Margereton
21 762 3170 or Margie on
T 585 SSTY.
BEES FOR BEGINNERS: The Pink
Geranium Nursery invites youtoa
family day filled with fun activities
includinga "bees for beginners”
workshop, as well asan olive tasting
and pesto demorstration. Next
Saturday, 9.30sm to noon. Cost: R75.
Gl

adv, ml‘)’ board meetings. adestight
andscapers, by nature, donot @1 4313 or g
o e limelight and retire to BT Inkgeranium. 23

places far from the city to recharge
their batteries. However,
highlighting the importance of
landscaping and landscapers to Cape
Town reminds everyone of how
much pleasure they give to so many

BUY a bird feeder for Father's Day.

PRUNING: Join a talk mMmu
pruning. June 25, 10am. Mor
Super Plants, MainRd, Tokal
Entrance free. Contact

Q1 715 4666,

HERBS: A 3k on howto effectively
grow and use herbs during the
winter months by Bridget Kitley.
June 26. Stodels Bellville at 10am

02‘ 9I9 llmovwwsoddsm

G‘MNING FOR BIRDS: Marina
Delport explains what to plant to
attract birds to your garden. June
26, Stodeks Kenihvorth at 10am and
swdels(onmmuat 1pm. No

ea. Contact Deirdre on
@1 19 ||080!www.ﬁodelsmn

EA FLOWER SHOW: A talk
on ﬂle Chekea Flcmefiinwhy
exhibition desi id Davidson.
)uIyZ, |DJ)H|\. Talksare free, but

'mal gate entry fees apply.
Kh bosch Gavdens sanlam Hall,
Gm 1.Tel: 021

OSZB_

FYPDOS 1D COURSE: Afynbos
identification course. June 30 and



